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lOTERNATIOmL  MILIT\Ry  TRIBU1I\L  FOR  THE  P.\R  E^ST 
THE  UNITED  ST.VTES  OP  AMERICA,  et  al 
-  vs  - 

•  •  I  . 

ARAKI,  Sadao,  et  al  .  •  • 

*  ’  ^  1  y.  l  P.  A  V  I  T 

TAKiU’HI  Hyu’ji 

r  ^  V 

»  *'  • 

Havlnp,  first  duly  .iv/crr  an  catb  as  cn  the  attached  sheet, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  procodurs  foiiovod  in  my  country,  I 
hereby  depose  as  follows: 

1)  I  was  Chief  of  the  ThJrd  Ser.ti.on.  Bur3au  of  Political 

-Affairs  of  the  Foreign  rJivi  en-y,  frvn  l‘>4t}.  v.o  '\ugUEt  1945, 

having  charge  of  matters  in  101111001  ion  wlin  Qiploir.-iiic  relatione 
botv/een  Japan  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

2)  The  Soviet  Army  opened  attcck  against  the  Japanese 
troops  In  Manchouk'io  at  0;00  'iM,  Tokyo  'liKio  (6. CO  PM,  8  Vufust, 
Moscow  time),  9  August  i'*ti5>  y/as  in  nhe  mornl.ng  of  the  9th 
that  the  Information  was  received  that  tho  Covernmont  of  the 
Soviet  Union  had  deolared.  war’ on  Japan  as  from’ 9  August.  The 
first  news  thereof  reached  us  throhgi>' I'adio  broac'iait  from  the 
United  States  about  4<00  A.Vf,-  At  that  time,  tne  J»rcir.eti6  GovernKcnt 
had  asked  the  Soviet  Government  to  use  its. good  ci*ficQS  to  end  the 
Pacific  War,  and  was  uT'ging  its  reply,  ^s ‘a  telegram  from’ Ambas¬ 
sador  Sato  in  iJosCow'  had*  reported  that  an  Interview  wlth‘''Molotov 
had  .been  arranged  at  5:00  PM,  8  August  (Moscow  time),  we ‘were 
expecting  .to 'receive  the  answer  of  the. Soviet.  Government  to  oiir  ’• 
request  on  that  occasion.  Meanwhile,  Soviet  Ambassador  Malik 
asked  for.  an  Interview  with  Foreign  Minister  Togo  a  little  after 
9:00  AM,  9  August,  but  the  Foreign  ..Minis  ter,  be2.ng  pressed  with 
official  business,  could  not  re:,:'ivo  him  on  that  day.  The  Minister 
met  Malik  at  11,15  AM  the  fol.lowing  day.  the  lOrh,  on  which  oc¬ 
casion  the  Soviet  Ambassador  h»*ndod  tvO  the  Foreign  Minister  a 
notification  dated  8  August  to  the  offaoc  that  the  Soviet  Union 
and  Japan  would  bo  in  a  atste  of  war  from  9  August,  I  was  later  • 
informed  that  Ambassador  Sato  received  from  Molotov  at  5:00  PM 
(11:00  PM,  Japan  and  Minchoukuo  time;  on  the  8th  the  notification 
of  tho  start  of  war  on  tho  5th,  and  that  Molotov  assured  him  that 
ho  might  send  cables  to  Tokyo  making  report  of  the  matter  to  the 
Foreign  Minister.  The  wolegrams,  however,  did  not  reach  tho 
Foreign  Ministry*  At  that  time  tho  Japanese-Soviet  Neutrality 
Treaty  was  still  in  force  and  there  was  no  Important  negotiation 

In  progress  between  the  two  countries  which  would  suggest  tho 
possibility  of  the  outbreak  of  war  between  them* 


On  this  11th  day  of  March,  1947,  at  Tokyo. 

(Signed)  Takeuchl  Ryujl  (Seal) 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  mo  at  the  above  date  and 

place. 

(Signed)  Nlshl  Haruhlko  (Seal) 
Witness 
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OATH 


In  accordance  with  my  conscience  I  sv/ear  to  tell  the 

,  r*  '  '  '• 

whole  truth,  withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 


(Signed)  Takeuchl  Ryujl .  (seal) 
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Defense  Docvunonts  Nos*  1J1.65  to  lUyli-  Incl* 

CERTIFICATE 
Sbatoment  of  Source  end  \uthentlclty 

I,  Heya?hi  Kaoru,  Chief  of  the  Archives  Section  of  the 
Japanese  Porely.n  Mini  aery ^  hej  r.>hy  that  the  document 

hereto  attached  in  Jepanoae.  corsicring  of  2i(.  pages,  Is  an  exact 
and  true  copy  of  an  official  document  of  the  Japanese  Foreign 
Minis try>.  consisting  of  telegrams  interchanged  between  Foreign 
Minister  Togo  and  Ambassador  Sat5  at  .Moscow  during  the  period 
from  12  July  19i4-5  to  8  August  19^4.5  (telegrams  addressed  to 
Ambassador  Sato,  Nos.  895,  898,  931  and  952;  telegrams  addressed 
to  Foreign  Minister  Togo,.  Nos*.  I385,.  lUl7,  1J44.9,  1I1.50,  and 

1530).. 


Certified  at  Tokyo, 
on  this  9^h  ot  May,  1914-7 


Hayash  Kaoru  (Signed) 


Witness:  Sato  Takegoro  (Signed) 
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